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Dear Friends,

Sightings of the Great Blue Heron Bird have brought 

out the best in visitors at Blue Heron Nature Preserve 

over the years. Outdoor enthusiasts have shared 

images of our namesake bird with loved ones, 

promoting the magnificence of our greenspace to 

the public. Artists have created extraordinary murals 

along our Blueway Trail in honor of this fine-feathered 

creature that have prompted conversations about the 

environment.

Protecting the greenspace where our namesake 

bird and other wildlife resides encourages our 

organization to do its best as well. Accordingly, Blue 

Heron Nature Preserve staff and supporters commit 

to this mission: we build deeper connections with 

this wondrous land through year-round conservation 

projects, environmental education programs, and 

nature-inspired art exhibitions.  

JUST LIKE THE GREAT BLUE HERON BIRD, WE 

SOARED WITH ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2023.

Spreading Our Wings with Conservation 

Blue Heron staff started the year with a well-received 

presentation at the largest parks and greenspace 

conference in the Southeast.  We launched our 

meadows management program to promote 

environmental stewardship and biodiversity at our 

greenspace. A record number of 655 volunteers 

visited the Preserve last year to participate in invasive 

plant removals, trail maintenance, and beautification 

projects.  We are planning conservation projects 

to foster more enthusiasm and stewardship at the 

Preserve in the coming months.

Flying High with Environmental Education 

Our environmental education programs drew 

accolades and an expanded community of 

participants from the Atlanta region. We had our 

highest number of camp participants at the Preserve 

in recent years. Blue Heron educators continued 

to organize successful afterschool programs, scout 

programs, and field trips. Our organization engaged 

youths in underserved communities about the 

environment at the Preserve and in local schools. 

We are excited by new and stronger environmental 

education partnerships next year. 

Raising Interest in Nature-Inspired Arts 

Nature-inspired art at the Preserve attracted a record 

number of artists and visitors for the Art of Nature 

2023 exhibition. Our dedication to nature-inspired 

arts extended to the next generation. We encouraged 

Blue Heron campers to create nature-inspired art. 

One of the few community-based organizations with 

year-round nature-inspired exhibitions, Blue Heron 

Nature Preserve is pleased to bring excellence and 

ground-breaking partnerships in 2024 to our 10th 

Annual Art of Nature exhibition.

We aim to reach new heights for excellence and 

enjoyment at Blue Heron Nature Preserve. As a 

visitor, participant, or supporter, Blue Heron staff and 

leadership invite you to be a part of this magnificent 

journey in 2024.

With love for the Preserve,

Melody Harclerode, FAIA	      Robert Cook 

Executive Director		       Chairman

2023: SOARING HIGH



2023 SIGNATURE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS2023: SOARING HIGH

658 volunteers 
donate 2085 
hours

9 elementary 
schools with 
environmental 
education 
programs

15 visual and 
performing artists 
at the Art of Nature 
exhibition

1097 participants 
from education 
programs  

213 total individual, 
corporate and 
philanthropic 
donations
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THANK YOU TO OUR CIVIC PARTNERS:

THANK YOU TO OUR CORPORATE PARTNERS:

City of Atlanta

Birds of Georgia

Amphibian Foundation

Acton Buckhead

Eco Addendum

Chatthoochee Riverkeeper

Los Ninos Primeros

Park Pride

Atlanta Public Schools

Fulton County

Southeast Beescapes

Georgia Native Plant Society

Georgia Institute of Technology

University of Georgia

Young Men’s Service League

Oglethorpe University

Georgia State University

Atlanta Gas Light

North Buckhead Civic Association 

Northside Hospital

Perkins&Will

YKK AP 

Bennett Thrasher

Georgia Power Foundation

Aprio

JE Dunn

Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner 

Morris, Manning, & Martin

North Atlanta Eye Care

Comcast Business

HGOR

Cadence Bank

SPREAD YOUR WINGS


